SpaceX mission 
could see delay 


Some worry outbreak will postpone 
the launch of astronauts to ISS. B1 
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Orlando foodies 
during lockdown 


Amy Drew: Finally time to practice 
your foundational cooking skills. D1 
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McConnell’s plan: $1,200 checks 


Republicans unveil $1T rescue package; 
Calif. governor issues stay-at-home order 


By ANDREW TAYLOR 
AND LISA MASCARO 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Senate Ma- 
jority Leader Mitch McConnell 
proposed direct payments of 
$1200 per person and $2,400 for 
couples as part of a sweeping re- 
sponse to the coronavirus out- 
break, according to a copy of the 


legislation being crafted by the 
Kentucky Republican. 

The GOP leader unveiled his 
plan Thursday as Congress raced 
to craft a $1 trillion rescue package 
to shore up households, health 
care and the U.S. economy amid 
the pandemic crisis and nation- 
wide shutdown that’s hurtling the 
country toward a likely recession. 

“We need to take bold and swift 


action as soon as possible” said 
McConnell in announcing his plan 
on the Senate floor. 

Keeping paychecks flowing for 
idled workers as jobless claims sky- 
rocket is a top priority for both the 
Republican and Democratic plans 
emerging from Congress. 

McConnell’s proposal aligns 
with the Trump administration’s 
push to swiftly send checks to 
American households. 

Under the GOP leader’s plan, 
the aid would be phased down at 
income thresholds of $75,000 for 


individuals and $150,000 per cou- 
ple. Additionally, there would be 
$500 payments for each child. 

But Democrats have their own 
proposals for ushering aid to 
Americans, and even many GOP 
senators panned Treasury Secre- 
tary Steven Mnuchin’s idea of di- 
rect checks of $3,000 for a family of 
four — preferring instead to use the 
federal dollars to keep workers 
who are asked to stay home on 
business payrolls. 

“What I want is income, not one 
check,” said Sen. Lindsey Graham, 


R-S.C., summing up the views of 
some exiting a long, private meet- 
ing of GOP senators on Capitol 
Hill. One or two checks “makes no 
sense to me,” he said. 

Also in Washington, the State 
Department issued a new alert 
urging Americans not to travel 
abroad under any circumstances 
and to return home if they are al- 
ready abroad unless they plan to 
remain overseas. 

Until the notification issued 
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ESLAB ST OCK UP ON SUPPLIES 


Hundreds of shoppers wait in line outside a Costco in Altamonte Springs for the 10 a.m. store opening on Thursday. This location was out of 
stock on hand sanitizer, toilet paper, bleach and other high-demand sanitation products as a result of the coronavirus response. 
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Darden 
announces 
emergency 


payments 


Olive Garden owner 
outlines response plan 
for huge sales fallout 


By AUSTIN FULLER 


The Orlando-based owner of 
Olive Garden and LongHorn 
Steakhouse announced emer- 
gency pay and detailed how its 
more than 1,800 restaurants are 
responding to a huge fallout in 
sales because of coronavirus. 

Darden Restaurants CEO Gene 
Lee said during a Thursday morn- 
ing earnings call the emergency 
pay program will cover hourly 
employees for two weeks in 
restaurants facing a “business dis- 
ruption,” in addition to the paid 
sick leave policy the company 
rolled out last week for all of its 
more than 180,000 hourly 
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E GLOBAL: While reported cases 
in Wuhan near zero, the death toll 
in Italy overtook China’s. A8 


E CANCELED: Organizers of the 
Orlando Fringe Festival canceled 
the high-profile event. A10 


E DEATH: A man who traveled to 
Orlando earlier this month has 
reportedly died in California. A9 


EXTENDED COVERAGE INSIDE 


E EDITOR’S NOTE: We are making changes to provide additional space and staffing for coronavirus 
coverage. We have moved the business pages from our main news section to the Sports section to give 
us extra room for news stories. Since all colleges and pro sports have suspended play, you will see a 
smaller print sports report. And with most area entertainment events canceled and theme parks 
closed, we have reduced the size of today’s Calendar section; those pages are in the Sports section. 


E SHUT IN: A few ideas to keep 
the whole family entertained for 
your time stuck at home. A10 


E FLORIDA: As of Thursday, 
there are more than 400 co- 
ronavirus cases in the state. A5 


E Q&A: The Sentinel answers 
some of your biggest questions 
about the virus outbreak. A9 


E BLOOD: OneBlood is fighting 
back to replenish the deepening 
blood supply shortage. A9 


E MARKETS: Stocks capped a 
wobbly day with solid gains, re- 
flecting cautious optimism. C4 


E NEWSLETTER: Subscribe to 
our health newsletter at Orlando 
Sentinel.com/newsletter 


By GRAY ROHRER 
AND SKYLER SWISHER 


TALLAHASSEE — Florida 
lawmakers approved a $93 bil- 
lion budget Thursday in a 
somber Capitol, devoid of the 
regular crowds of citizens, aides, 
lobbyists and onlookers that 
would normally accompany the 
end of a legislative session as 


Florida Legislature OKs budget, but 
virus woes could lead to future cuts 


rules to combat the coronavirus 
kept most people away. 

“Welcome to sine die in the 
age of social distancing,” Gov. 
Ron DeSantis said following the 
vote, using the Latin phrase for 
the motion to end the legislative 
session. 

But the budget is almost cer- 
tainly a dead letter. It’s a spend- 
ing plan that will act more as a 


time capsule, based on revenue 
projections for the fiscal year be- 
ginning July 1 that were made 
before the coronavirus infected 
thousands around the world and 
hundreds in Florida, bringing 
the tourism industry it relies up- 
on to a screeching halt. 

“I have constituents at home 
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Officials 


seek to 
reduce 
inmates 


Possibility of a backlog 
has led some courts to 
rethink bonds, releases 


By MONIVETTE CORDEIRO, 
GRACE TOOHEY, CRISTOBAL 
REYES AND TESS SHEETS 


As the state’s prison system re- 
stricts intake of new inmates due 
to the coronavirus pandemic, the 
possibility of a backlog at county 
jails has led some circuit courts in 
Central Florida to reconsider 
bond amounts for some arrestees 
or release inmates accused in non- 
violent crimes. 

Though its jails aren’t yet at ca- 
pacity, judges in the Ninth Judicial 
Circuit, which covers Orange and 
Osceola counties, are “carefully 
reviewing” cases to decide which 
inmates could be eligible for re- 
lease in an effort to minimize the 
risk of infection, said circuit 
spokeswoman Karen Levey. 

Meanwhile, Orange-Osceola 
State Attorney Aramis Ayala has 
asked prosecutors in her office to 
help reduce the number of in- 
mates being confined unnecessar- 
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Apollo 15 astronaut 
Al Worden dies at 88 


NASA command module pilot 
circled the moon in 1971 and con- 
ducted three spacewalks. A2 


Two imprisoned 


Americans released 


Iran grants medical furlough to a 
Navy veteran; Lebanese judge 
orders the release of the other. A3 


Saudi culture slowly 


changing for women 
Women are finding they have to 
negotiate with relatives on newly 
granted expanded freedoms. A4 


MAKE THIS 
SPRING BREAK A 


Take a road trip to our Drive-thru Safari Park and see 
more than 100 exotic and native animals roam freely! 


©2020 Orlando Sentinel Communications Company 


iy Please recycle. Newsprint is a renewable resource. 7 


A LUUR 


49538 50300 


